
Funding	opportunity	for	master’s	or	PhD	
student	–	Oil	development	and	coastal	
communities	in	Latin	America 
There is an opportunity to work with Dr. Nathan Bennett on a SSHRC Insight Development Grant titled “Converging Pressures 
and Slippery Livelihoods: The dynamics of oil extraction, fisheries, community well-being and ocean governance in Ghana and 
Mexico”. Dr. Nathan Bennett is the lead researcher for the Latin America portion of the project. Other project collaborators 
include Dr. Nathan Andrews, Dr. Rashid Sumaila, Dr. Phillipe LeBillon and Dr. Noella Gray. As the project title suggests, this small 
project will focus on how oil development is impacting small-scale fishing communities in two parts of the world. 
  
The project comes with a funding opportunity for a graduate student. There is sufficient funding to cover both a small 
stipend/GRA position for this year and next year (~5K for each year) plus sufficient funding to cover travel and a season of field 
research in Mexico (or other country in Latin America). The project budget runs until April 2021. This opportunity is open to a 
master’s student, a PhD student, or even a post-doc. It would probably best suit either: a) a PhD student who already has some 
personal funding (e.g., through another scholarship) but is still looking for a project and field research funds or b) a master’s 
student who is ready to do field work or is coming to UBC in the fall. Pertinent and related fields of study might include human-
environment geography, sustainability, political ecology, political economy, political science, anthropology, economics, planning 
or development studies. The specific sub-project of the graduate student would need to somehow fit within the overarching 
topic of oil development and coastal communities. There is flexibility on whether the field research occurs in Mexico, but it 
would need to be a Latin American country where coastal oil development is occurring. As such, someone who already speaks 
Spanish is preferred. There is also some flexibility on start date – it could be immediately or in Sept 2019. 

  
For interested graduate students, questions, statements of interest and CVs can be sent to Nathan Bennett 
(nathan.bennett@ubc.ca) by May 20. 


